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UNCLAS VIENNA 08561 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, AU 

SUBJECT: FINAL RESULTS OF 1975 AUSTRAIN NATIONAL ELECTIONS 
REF: VIENNA 8501 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: ABSENTEE BALLOT COUNT RESULTED IN SHIFT 

OF TWO SEATS TO PEOPLE'S PARTY AND RECONFIRMATION OF SOCIALIST 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY. END SUMMARY. 

2. COUNT OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS, WHICH WAS COMPLETED NOON 
OCTOBER 7, CAUSED SHIFT OF TWO SEATS TO PEOPLE S PARTY 
(OVP) AT EXPENSE OF ONE SEAT EACH FROM SOCIALIST PARTY 
SPO) AND FREEDOM PARTY (FPO). TOTAL VALID VOTE WAS 
4,610,433. FINAL RESULTS IN PERCENTAGE OF VALID VOTES 
FOLLOWS: SPO: 50.41 PERCENT (50.04 IN 1971 OR PLUS.37); 

OVP: 42.95 (43.11 OR -.16); FPO: 5.41 (5.45 OR -.04); 

COMMUNTIST PARTY: 1.19 (1.36 OR -0.17). 

3. ON BASIS FOREGOING, COMPOSTION OF NEXT PARLIAMENT 
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WILL BE SAME AS OUTGOING ONE, NAMELY SPO: 93; 

OVP: 80; FPO: 10. THIS DEVELOPMENT ONLY FURTHER 
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UNDERLINES EXTRAORDINARY INTERNAL POLITICAL STABILITY 
OF AUSTRIA. 

4. ABSENTEE BALLOT COUNT WAS EXPECTED (REFTEL) TO 
RESULT IN SHIFT OF ONE SEAT TO OVP. MAJOR OPPOSITION 
PARTY, BUT NOT TWO. OVP CAN NOW MAKE MODEST CLAIM THAT 
IT, IN ADDITION TO SOCIALISTS, WAS WINNER IN OCTOBER 5 
ELECTIONS. SMALL FREEDOM PARTY THUS HAS DUBIOUS HONOR 
OF BEING ONLY LOSER, BASED ON COMPLICATED ARITHMETIC 
OF APPLYING 1971 POST-ELECTION CENSUS RESULTS TO 1971 
POST- ELECTION REORDERING OF ELECTION DISTRICTS. 

ON LATTER BASIS, SEAT DISTRIBUTION IN OUTGOING 
PARLIAMENT SHOULD HAVE BEEN: SPO: 92 (93IN 1971-75 
PARLIAMENT); OVP: 79 (80); FPO: 12(10). ACCORDINGLY, 

BOTH SPO AND OVP CAN CLAIM GAIN OF ONE SEAT AT EXPENSE 
OF FPO. HOWEVER, SOCIALISTS REMAIN SOLE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
VICTOR IN JUST COMPLETED ELECTION CONTEST, HAVING BEEN 
ONLY PARTY TO ACHIEVE ITS ELECTION GOAL-MAINTAIN ITS 
ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN PARLIAMENT- WHEREAS TWO 
OPPOSITION PARTIES FELL SHORT OF THEI GOAL OF 
BREAKING SOCIALIST DOMINATION OF GOVERNMENT. 

5. KREISKY SUBMITTED HIS GOVERNMENT'S RESIGNATION 
MORNING OCTOBER 7. AND WAS ASKED BY PRESIDENT TO STAY 
ON INCARETAKER CAPACITY. SWEARING-IN OF NEW 
KREISKY GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT CHANGE IN COMPOSITION, 

IS NOW EXPECTED TAKE PLACE TOWARD END OF OCTOBER 
AND NEW PARLIAMENT WILL PRBABLY MEET ON NOVEMBER 4. 
BUCHANAN 
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